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NORTH SHORE BRANCH OF THE VINTAGE CAR CLUB OF NEW ZEALAND.

MAGAZINE : ‘PROGRESS’

Club Address: 40 Masons Rd, Albany

Phone: 09-4792779

Editors E-Mail Address: nsvcc@orcon.net.nz  (Please note: New email address)
Club Nights: Every Wed from 7.30pm.

Restoration Shed: Every Wed from 7.30pm, and open days (2-5pm)

Every Thursday Morning 9am - 12pm
Committee Meetings: Last Monday of the Month, 7.30pm
(All Reports Email to Editor Within 2 days of meeting please)

Club Open Days: First Sunday of the Month (2 — 5pm)
Ladies Night: 3" Wed of the Month.
Club Runs: Normally 1pm Start, 3 Sun.of month. Always check the
‘coming events’ page, or elsewhere in Magazine, for
information regarding these events.
NSVCC Website: www.vintagecarclub-northshore.co.nz
COMMITTEE:
Chairman Paul Collins Ph: 09-423-7888
Vice Chairman: Peter Lloyd Ph: 09-426-7179
Secretary: Maurice Whitham Ph: 09-627-0310
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Delegate: Brent Mathieson Ph: 09-489-1310
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Neil Beckenham Ph: 09-426-5831

|.D. Cards:
All ID Card applications must be forwarded to the committee for processing.
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The information in this magazine is supplied as a service to members. Articles of
interest are welcomed. The opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the
authors, and the Club accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the statements.
‘Progress’ is registered at GPO Wellington, as a Magazine.
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COMIMG EVENTS CALENDAR (NSVCC ONLY) P2
COMING EVENTS:

Sept 24-25 Spring Tour
Oct 16 Monthly Club Run
Dec 3 Swap Meet and Car Show (at club Grounds)Sat

E/MAIL Addresses for Committee members:

“Maurice Whitham”------------- northshore@vcc.org.nz

"Brent Mathieson"--------------- brent.mathieson@themondesir.co.nz
"Paul Colling"-----=======-cmceeu- collins.electronics@xtra.co.nz
"Dallas McNeil"-----=-=====------ dallasandsue@xtra.co.nz
"Arnold Van Zon”---------------- kuradesign@xtra.co.nz

“Brian Cullen”------=======—--——-- nsvcc@orcon.net.nz

"Peter Lloyd”--------------------- peteandheather24@xtra.co.nz
“Kevin Lord”-------==-==--=—--—-- marlene.kevin@xtra.co.nz
“Warrick Orr”------======--==m—--- warrico@quik.co.nz

“Richard Lloyd”------------------ rt.lloyd@clear.net.nz

“Michael Dorbeck”--------------- mdorbeck@clear.net.nz

“Neil Beckenham”--------=-=—---
“Malcom Dean”------=====m==mm-
“Clive Sandham”----------------- SWif‘t.SerVice@clear_net_nz

COMING EVENTS (OTHER THAN NSVCC BRANCH EVENTYS)

This page is intended to help inform members of Coming Events other than our
own branch events. These events will also include other Branches
Rallies/Functions etc, where our members may wish to participate

2011

Oct 8 Helensville Community & Heritage Festival

Nov 19 Orewa Xmas Parade (Cars wanted) 11am start
Nov 20 Glenfield Xmas Parade (Cars wanted) 11am start
Dec 11 Birkenhead Xmas Parade (Cars wanted) 11am start

2012

Jan 16 -27 VCC Rally (Wanganui)
Feb/Mar Proposed Wellsford/Warkworth Camp Out
Feb ?? Galaxy of cars. (Motat)
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CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT (August/September) P3

Another busy month has raced past, with such avariety of weather patterns being experienced,
including snow in Auckland, Silverdale, and Matakana, among other places for the first timein
many decades.

Club-wise: | would like to express our thanks to Mary LIoyd who has agreed to become our
Beaded Wheels Scribe, taking over from Ray Urbahn who had been doing the task in the past.
Many thanks to Ray for his contributionsin this regard.

Our club events for August began with atrip to Nelson to attend the National Executive
Meeting & AGM. Kath & | went down a day earlier and drove across to Blenheim to visit her
brother for the night. | took the opportunity to look at his acquisition —a 1934 SS 100 (minus
body). There were lots of photos and historical literature to peruse. It has an interesting history
as it had been raced extensively in Singaporein the early 70's

Next day we returned to Nelson for the Executive meeting, and then the AGM the next day.
Brent will provide areport on the meetings.

Our Triple Combined Rally was again another successful event — this being the 7" we have
organised.

My new shed at home is nearing completion, (except for a concrete floor), and the Morris
Oxford isnow finally under cover at last.

September hosts avariety of club eventsincluding Auckland’s PV Rally on the 11", and our
own Spring Tour on the 24™ & 25™. If you haven’t sent your entry in yet, then do it now, or
MIiss out on avery interesting run to avariety of venues — (something for everyone, including
the Ladies)

Meanwhile Daylight Savings approaches and hopefully will bring more settled weather
allowing projectsto be advanced a little further.

Hope to see you all on our next club event. Keep smiling, and drive safely.
Regardsto al, Paul.

Helensville Community & Heritage Festival

Hi Paul
| am contacting you about our annual Helensville Community & Heritage Festival which will be held
this year on Saturday 8 October.

As part of the attractions and activities on the day we are organising a static vintage vehicle display
at the Helensville railway station plus we are looking for vintage transportation to take visitors from
the railway station to the main street and museum, where there will be heritage actvities, street
market stalls, food, music and entertainment.

If you feel this is something you would like to be involved in we would love to hear from you or
alternatively if you know of another group or organisation that could be interested we would be
grateful if you could give us their contact details.

We look forward to hearing from you in the near future

Kind regards,

Sarah Legg
Helensville Information Centre 87 Commercial Rd Helensville NZ
09 420 8060 f: 09 420 8069




Assistant Club Captain’s Report:; P4

In Kevin’s absence, it became my task to plan Section 1 of the Triple Combined
Rally in August. | felt quite apprehensive about this but with Mary’s help a course
was set. Because it started out in an industrial area, there were many
roundabouts to include, and bearing in mind John Foote’s recent letter on
negotiating roundabouts, it was a bit nerve wracking. However, we persevered
and we felt confident that we had a reasonable run planned.

We went over the course three times mainly because we had to include straight
line navigation. This gave us a bit of a headache but in the end we felt sure it was
negotiable. Then there were the clues to be included which wasn't really a
problem. By the time we had finished we were almost certain that we would be
black listed forever and probably banned from the Club.

On the Sunday of the run we got to the Clubrooms bright and early on a perfect
day, and placed the silent checks- hoping no one would pinch them.

Being “tail end Charlies” we nervously followed the 22 other entrants, and on
arrival at Kaukapakapa Carpark for lunch we were more than surprised to see a
Market Day in progress. This turned out to be a bonus as once everyone had
finished lunch they were able to check out what was on sale and watch the Morris
dancers. Then it was time to take part in the next 2 sections.

All's well that ends well, and everyone had a great time on a lovely day which
finished in “The Plantation” in Orewa where we all enjoyed afternoon tea.

RESULTS;

North Shore - Section 1 Wellsford/Warkworth - Section 2
1st Peter & Heather Lloyd 1st Claire Field

2nd Tony & Emma Field 2nd Wilbur & Aileen Brown
3rd Clare Field 3rd Kim Andrews

Overall

1st = Wilbur & Aileen Brown ---Austin A55

1st = Peter & Heather Lloyd---Ford Mercury 46

1st = Clare Field Metro 59

NB HBC Enthusiasts run was just Touring — no competition.

**Have you sent in your entry for the Spring Tour Yet? If not, complete the
form in “Progress” and return to Paul ASAP or contact Paul — Ph: 09 423 7888

Assistant Club Captain ........ Richard Lloyd




NSVCC SPRING TOUR 2011 P5
24™ & 25™ September
To South Waikato/Tokoroa

Saturday Morning 8.45 am.

We meet, as usual, at the Elliott Street car park (next to the RSA) at Papakura.

We will travel viaa short country route to Waiuku to the home of one of our club
members to view his collection and enjoy the lovely gardens while we enjoy our Morning
Tea. (Tea & Coffee supplied).

From here we cruise the country highways skirting Pukekohe, through Tuakau and
Pukekawa following the Waikato River to Huntly, and Tirau to take usto our Lunch Stop
at alovely property near Cambridge. (BYO food — and a picnic blanket if it’s sunny). -
Tea/Coffee available.

About 1.15 pm we will depart travelling through some beautiful country highways to bring
usto the Tirau Museum for alook at the most amazing collection of —well you nameit he
has got it — and lots more. Thisis our Afternoon Tea stop.

Departing from here, we continue south, then west to Tokoroa, our destination for the
day. Motels have been reserved (book via entry form) —we will assign you to the motel.
(See map attached).

Dinner is at the Cosmopolitan Club and offers agood menu (2 courses & tea/coffee) at a
good price.

Sunday Morning 8.45 am.

We have organised a short Tiki tour of the town, before heading on towards Arapuni and
Kihikihi, visiting some interesting places along the way. (You will need to bring morning
tea, and lunch with you today).

The Lunch stop is at the Alphra Lavender Gardens near Kihikihi, You will be able to have
a picnic on the lawnsiif it is fine. (Tea/coffee/juice supplied)

Afterwards we will visit a craft shop, and then a copper-work workshop.
Thisis where we will finish the tour this year, leaving you to depart at your leisure. | am

sure you will enjoy the variety of things to see and visit that we have arranged this year.
Y our organisers, Paul & Kath Collins.




Nsvee  SPRING TOUR 2011.  enTrY FORM

24™ & 25" September

NaMIE. et Total attending: ..........
AN e e e
Phone: ................... Vehicle: ...
Rally entry fee (per car) $20.00
LUNCH STOP entry fee (includes Tea/Coffee) $5.00p/p X ..... $oori
AFTERNOON STOP (Tirau Museum) entry fee $5.00 p/p  x...... R
Total s
NOTE: =======

Saturday Night dinner,
At Cosmopolitan Club- (pay at Club)

Accommodation:
(Approx $45.00 to $60.00 p/p — pay at assigned motel on arrival)

Please indicate requirements below:

() () () () ()
Studio Studio Studio 1 B/Rm 2 B/[Rm
Sleeps 2 Sleeps 2 Sleeps 4 Sleeps 3 Sleeps 4-6
(Dbl/Queen) (Twin beds) (4 Singles) (Qn/Dbl + 1Single) (1 Qn + 4 Singles)
Send entry to: “SPRING TOUR” Entries close 17/9/2011
C/- Paul Collins

376 Port Albert Rd

R.D.2

Wellsford 0972 Please make cheques payable to

‘Spring Tour’
For more information
Contact Paul Collins
Ph: (09) 4237888 027 2922204 e-mail Collins.electronics@xtra.co.nz



mailto:Collins.electronics@xtra.co.nz�







AD’S AND NOTICES P9
North Shore Vintage Car Club
Branch Price List

Cloth Badges $6 (All Queries please contact
NSVCC Car Badges $15 The Secretary)

VCC Chrome Wings $25

VCC Brass Wings $20 ( All payments are to be
NSVCC Lapel Badges $5 made to the:

Rally Card Holders $10 North Shore Vintage Car Club)
EDITOR’S E-MAIL ADDRESS; nsvcc@orcon.net.nz

Name Badges:

Would members please wear their name badges on rallies or events, to assist in
helping to “get to know” each other, particularly new members.

Please be sure to add your name to the list (in the club rooms) when attending rallies.

|.D.Cards:

These are compulsory for al National Calendar Events. Be sure to take them with you.
Photographs of your Vintage car.

The club needs a photo of your Vintage Car to display in our club rooms, along side
those aready on display. These should be of asize 10 x 8 inches. Frames and captions
are free. Remember, these photo’s are one of the main attractions for visitors,
prospective members, and of course, current members. A Photo of your car can be
arranged next time you attend arally or club function. Please: Check with a
committee member first.

Rally’s:

Make sure you have a current W.O.F. and Rego.when participating in Club organized
events.

Magazine request by E/Mail (This request may be E/Mailed to the Editor)

| == mmmmmmm e Do not require the Magazine “PROGRESS’ to
be sent to me. | will do the following (Please cross out the option not
applicable)

1 lintend to download my copy (or view) from the Clubs Web-site.

2 | request my copy to be sent to me by E/Mail

My E/Mail address i§:-----mmmmmmmm oo




Ads & Notices Cont. P10

GARAGE SALE

Wayne Welch, Rods son is trying clear out Rods sheds so they can rent
the property. He is having a garage sale on the 10th September starting
at mid day if members of the North Shore Vintage Car Club want to
attend. Most of new parts and tires were sold to Errol McApline. The
books were donated to the Auckland Vintage Car Club. There still
enough parts there to fill six containers. Lots of Ford Model T and A
parts, machinery, telephone box, automobila, magazines, posters, nuts
and bolts, tires and tubes. The prices are very cheap as Wayne wants
to move the parts. What is left at the end of the day could go to Horopito
or Wayne might donate it to a Vintage Car Club. The cars at present are
not for sale but if some one wants a new 19 inch tube for five dollars
then go to the garage sale. You can talk to Wayne on 027 232 7312.

Barry Birchall 09 818 8755

FOR SALE 1948, Morris8. 1 am owned car thisfor the last 5 years. All in original condition, WOF, Reg,
58k miles on the clock. Runs very well. Also have 6v battery charger to go with it. New tyres, new
battery. | bought this from New Plymouth. | am now planning to move to Australia and would like to sell
thisto agood home. | bought this car for $4,500 and spent $750 to put a new Dif and about $200 for a
new battery but | am happy to sell this for $4,000 ono. Any offers will be considered. It iskept at my
home in Upland Road Remuera, Auckland.

AUCKLAND COUNCILS HERITAGE WEEK

On Sunday 2" of October the Horseless Carriage Club have organized a short run for
veterans from Princes Street to MOTAT as part of Auckland Councils Heritage week. There
will be display of cars in Princes Street and later at MOTAT. The clock Museum in Albert
Park will be open where tea and coffee will provided for participants. Lunch will be of top
floor of Cropper Homestead at MOTAT. Trailer parking will be provided in the grounds.
Parking for the vehicles will be provided by the council in Princes Street. We have kept
the run short to bring some of the very old cars out. Entry Form Required. Talk to Barry
Birchall Phone 09 8188755

The run is open to any one with a vehicle produced before 1918. If there is cost
we would pay for the small advert. Barry Birchall Phone number 09 818 8755

NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to new members; Andrew Lloyd

Cliff Humphries (Ex Northland)




EXNER MERCER COBRA (Refer page 13 for article) P11
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Exner’s one-off Mercer-Cobra (Picture on page 11) P13

Of the four now-famous Exner designs that appeared in the December 1963 issue of Esquire — renderings of classic
American automobiles reinterpreted to contemporary tastes — three became full-size, real-life automobiles. The Stutz
Super Bearcat became the Pontiac Grand Prix-based Stutz Blackhawk; the Duesenberg dual-cowl sport phaeton
became the 1966 Ghia-built revival Duesenberg prototype; and with the help of a generous benefactor, the Mercer Type
35 became the one-off Mercer Cobra.Funded by the Copper Development Association and built by Carrozzeria Sibona-
Bassano of Turin, the Mercer-Cobra was finished in late 1964 and whisked off to a world tour promoting the CDA. It has
since appeared in the pages of Special Interest Autos (SIA #39) and graced a number of noteworthy collections, and
now RM has announced that it will go up for sale at its auction in Monterey next month with a pre-auction estimate of
$800,000 to $1.2 million. From the auction description:

In the case of chassis number CSX2451, the Copper Development Association’s president, George M. Hartley, spied
the Exner concepts on the pages of Esquire and contracted with Exner’s company to complete the design and have it
built. With Ghia in financial trouble, Exner looked elsewhere for craftsmen capable of faithfully rendering the Mercer’s
design features in metal. Brooks Stevens recommended Carrozzeria Sibona-Bassano in Turin. The company had been
established by Elio and Emilio Bassano around 1962, but its capabilities and prestige were substantially augmented in
1962 when Pietro Sibona, one of Ghia’s master metal workers, joined them.Exner and his son and business partner,
Virgil M. Exner, Jr., completed the design utilizing a chassis from AC Cars in the U.K. to which Sibona-Bassano faithfully
and accurately adapted the design. Cobras were popular choices for specials builders and movie studios, as their series
production and Ford-based drivetrain kept costs down. The ladder-frame construction was adaptable to almost any
special bodywork and easily lengthened for specific appearance. AC easily pulled chassis off the line before bodies
were mounted and supplied them in nearly ready-to-run condition for rapid modification and construction; in the case of
the Mercer-Cobra, the chassis was lengthened to 108 inches. Surviving period photographs which exist in the archives
of the Henry Ford Museum show the clay model of the Mercer-Cobra in exceptional detail. Also in this collection are
patent applications for the design of the body, as well as dramatic photos of the senior Exner supervising the design
process. This collection of documents also indicates that the project was quite lucrative for the accomplished Exner;
though the Cobra underlying the Mercer cost $2,800 with a total delivery price to Turin of $3,019 and the agreed price
with Carrozzeria Sibona-Bassano for the delivered coachwork was $10,400, the contract with the CDA was for a total
delivery price of $35,000.

The Copper Development Association’s Mercer-Cobra exploited the dramatic colors and textures of copper and copper-
based materials to its advantage, particularly with the Brass-Era theme of the Mercer. Some eleven different materials,
alloys and finishes were employed in both the interior and exterior to demonstrate the diversity of copper and brass.
Exner’s design emphasizes the long hood and pushed-back passenger compartment with long blade-style front fenders
open along the hood sides, abbreviated rear fenders with separate mudguards behind the rear wheels and a long,
tapered rear deck. A classic-style brass grille with eight large elements in front of mesh stone guards proudly leads the
Mercer-Cobra’s design statement. The headlights are ingeniously mounted on pivots where they swing back flush with
the sides of the nose when not illuminated. Exner later observed, “our overall aim was to create an interesting and
stimulating design rather than one which simply follows the ‘formula’ of a flat, low snout with a horizontal air scoop and a
squared-off bobtailed rear.”

For practical purposes, brass and copper elements were covered with an acrylic coating to prevent discoloration and
exterior moldings made of silicon bronze. The taillights are recessed in brass tunnels integrated with the rear-wheel
mudguards. Interior trim, seat backs, door panels and dashboard gauges are executed in copper while a high-strength
chromium-copper alloy is used in the steering-wheel spokes. The 16-inch wire wheels have multi-piece brass covers.
Chrome plating is used deftly but sparingly throughout, mostly on a brass substrate, to accent the richness of the brass
and copper elements. The engine has been given the brass and copper treatment on the valve covers, air cleaner, oil
filler cap and dipstick housing. This treatment continues in the silicon bronze heat shield protecting the body and
passengers’ legs from the chrome-plated side exhaust pipes. Even the brake discs are made from copper alloy where
the high heat-transfer rate promotes exceptional performance.

Finished in pearl white with black leather interior trim and a full-width curved Plexiglas windscreen, the Mercer-Cobra
was toured throughout the world at shows and technical gatherings to promote copper and brass use and adaptability,
making appearances on six continents. Delivered in late 1964, only a year after the decision to construct it was made,
the Mercer-Cobra attracted worldwide attention, including a lavish six-page feature in the Winter 1964 issue of
Automobile Quarterly. It was retained by the Copper Development Association for some ten years, demonstrating what
an effective device it was in promoting the objectives of the association members.Chassis CSX2451 was purchased by
concept-car collector Joe Bortz in the early 1970s and was later owned by collectors Jim Southard, Al Wright and Tom
Barrett. It has been owned by the Lyon family since 1989 — over 20 years. Although it was never intended to be driven, it
is a running, driving functional automobile, still essentially as it was when it left Carrozzeria Sibona-Bassano in late
1964, right down to the original tires. Recently the Mercer-Cobra concept car was displayed among a group of concept
cars at the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. Not only is the Mercer-Cobra Roadster an important piece of America’s
automotive design history, it is a rare surviving work by one of the great automobile designers of the 20th century, Virgil
M. Exner. Designed solely by him and his son and built under their direct supervision, every facet and design detail

reflects his concept and ideas and is a singularly pure statement of his vision. (Picture on page 11)
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CHASSIS RACING 1961 — 1964 My life was never easy--- by Warren Fox - --—-Chassis Racing.

Once Lou Shilton and | had decided to promote a new kind of car racing, we resolved to buy a suitable
vehicle. In January 1961, | found my ‘chassis’ while looking through a second-hand car dealer's yard. It
was a 1930 Pontiac and cost $16. | paid my money and Lou Shilton towed me home. On the way, |
found that it had almost no brakes. At one stage, we narrowly missed a parked car, when the tie rod
fell off. Then we stripped it down to the chassis, leaving only the firewall, with the steering wheel
attached. We removed all the glass, the doors, roof, walls, floor, carrier, running boards, bonnet,
radiator, seats and the 20 gallon petrol tank.We made a petrol tank out of a 1 gallon can and placed it
over the carburettor. Then we welded in a bucket seat and fitted a seatbelt. Last of all, | got a 2 inch
water pipe, which | bent into a semicircle, filled it with concrete and made a roll bar. The Pontiac went
like a rocket and handled like a dream. We decided to call it a Chassis Racer.

While we were stripping it down, many people stopped to see what we were up to. Most became
interested, so in January 1961 Lou and | formed the New Zealand Chassis Racing Club. (NZCRC). We
then talked other people into joining the Club and our ranks quickly increased. We held club meetings
in my garage, and in the weekends, we ran road trials in our road cars. Having terrorised the locals for
several weeks, we towed the finished chassis to a farm in Albany, owned by Mr Cullen. My chassis was
designated number 10. But you can't race with only one car. George Young purchased a 1929 Graham
Paige and stripped it down and affixed number 16 to it. When the Paige arrived at the Albany track, the
rear of the body was still on. Lou poked a long branch through the rear windows and drove at speed
between two pine trees. With a shattering roar and much laughter, the body parted company from the
rest of the chassis.

In early February, the first race was fought between #10 and #16. Meanwhile, Lou Shilton was
frantically preparing a 1924 Chrysler, later to become #41. Now the first 3 car race was staged and this
in turn inspired Lee Richards to convert his 1932 Rover 9 into one of these racing chassis. With four
cars, the first official multi car race wrote the first chapter in the history ofthe NZCRC. The track was
roughly marked out with old tyres and gorse bushes. It had a downhill stretch, an adverse camber
corner, and other hazards. Then handicap racing was introduced with the honour of back marker
constantly changing. We decided to conduct races in a clockwise direction, to allow the driver's weight
to counteract roll and afford better vision on the corners. March brought the start of a long, wet winter
and racing came to a halt. We concentrated on road trials and mystery drives in normal road cars. The
added publicity swelled our ranks

Come October, Noel Cullen, Brian Cullen and Jack Norton, produced a 1926 Buick between them, and
joined in the racing. Then an effort was made to obtain permission to compete at Western Springs
Speedway, but they turned us down. However, this brought us to the attention of Roy Whitford, the
promoter of the stock car racing. He asked us if we would give a demonstration of Chassis Racing at
Gloucester Park, in Onehunga, the following Saturday night.

With the assistance of Mr Cullen's tip truck, all cars appeared on the starting grid, boosted by 'Rock- n-
roll' driver, Doug Gillespie, in a 1931 Chevrolet. The 6 cars raced twice over 4 laps, and resulted in a win
for #10, Warren Fox, in the 1* race and #32, Lee Richards, in the 2" With the spectacle of these two
races, and the enthusiasm of the 6000 spectators, Chassis Racing was here to stay.

The Auckland Star on Monday 15-1-62 read :- Chassis racers popular with raceway crowd.
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Chassis racing - a new sport played with old equipment - was introduced at Onehunga Raceway on
Saturday night. In a 4 lap exhibition race, a 1926 Buick, a 1930 Pontiac, a 1932 Rover and a 1931
Chevrolet, stripped down to chassis, uncovered engine and bucket seat, chugged round the track at
non-record-breaking speed. A record crowd of 6000 called for more. Next week Chassis Racers will
become a permanent feature on the program.

However the editorial in the next stock car program 20-1-62 read :--and of course the amazing

Chassis Racers. Those boys must be the keenest racing drivers in the country. They are all young
working men with great enthusiasm. Their headquarters are at Albany, where they have beaten out a
track in a hay paddock, by driving around and around. This track is understandably rough, so that when
they raced on this track at the last meeting, they were only too willing to take over the whole program.
Despite what the Auckland Star said about them - ‘chugging round at non-record-breaking speed' —
(those cars were lapping only slightly slower than the fastest Stock Cars.) You'll be seeing and enjoying
a lot more of these Chassis Racers tonight and throughout the season.

The promoter, Roy Whitford, then coined the name 'CHASSIS RIDERS'. The Pit Patter in the same
Stock Car Program read:- We take it you enjoyed the Chassis Riders. Within one week of their
appearance on the track, two new clubs have been started to cope with the number of young men
who have caught the bug. The big attraction for many is the small financial outlay required ($40) to put
a car on the track. On the fourth night (3-2-62) the editorial read:- The ranks of the Chassis Riders
increase every night and tonight we expect a record muster. Some great racing that they are providing,
too. And as the boys become more accustomed to the track, their times are becoming quite fast. We
hear through the grapevine that this sport has really caught on and that the number of chassis now
ready to race is about 20 odd. In fact we had 19 cars on the starting grid that night. | was back marker
as | had won the previous race.

| had 18 cars in front of me when the starting flag went down. | made a good start and shot through
the centre of the two rows of cars. By the 1° bend | had improved to 4th place. | was in 3" place by
the next bend and 2™ place as we went down the starting straight after 1 lap. The leading driver was a
first timer and he caught me by surprise by braking suddenly for the bend. | slammed into the back of
his car. Brian Cullen was also caught off guard and hit the back of my chassis. This spun me around 180
degrees, facing back down the track. Sixteen cars were thundering towards me as | sat stalled in the
middle of the track. | raised a hand above my head to signal that | was not moving, and fortunately
nobody hit me.

| started my engine and backed off the track but | had learnt never to give up. | have fallen off in
motorbike races, got back on and won. | joined the race again and managed to work my way back to
second place by the end of the race. In the next race, a car stalled in the middle of the track and in
trying to avoid him, my chassis mounted the fence. | undid my seatbelt, climbed over the fence and
joined the spectators. From where | sat, the other riders seemed to be going ridiculously fast.

"What's gone wrong with them? They are going too fast". | commented to the people sitting next to
me. "What do you mean, too fast? You go even faster". One replied. This surprised me. | hadn't
realised it looked so fast from the sideline. The next week, | was put out of the race again, when | hit a
stalled car and broke my front assembly.
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Pit patter (17-2-62) :- The chassis rider boys really mixed it last Saturday. Warren Fox looked very
disconsolate, as he surveyed the damage to the front assembly of his chassis. When he hit that car
standing on the track, the front axle was pushed back diagonally across the frame.

| worked all week to get it going again and had it ready just two minutes before the start of the first
race. The last words Cyril Hubbard said to me as | drove out to the start were "Take it easy Warren,
until you see how the welding holds up". | drove slowly behind the field for two laps and then thought,
"to hell with this," and put my foot down and went on to win the race. In the second race | was
determined to win again but it wasn't to be. | was improving round the outside of Cyril Hubbard on the
bend when we came upon a stalled car. Cyril took my outside line which left me with nowhere to go, so
| hit the fence.

It all happened in a flash. The whole front assembly came off. The car flipped over and | was trapped
upside down in my car with the battery acid dripping dangerously close to my face. The red lights came
on but two of the riders were unaware and were still racing. Cyril Hubbard backed his car across in
front of mine to protect me and so one of the errant Chassis hit his car instead. Then they had to lift
me upwards so that Tcould release my seatbelt and clamber out. As | got to my feet, 6000 voices rose
up in a mighty cheer. A thrill went through me as | waved back to the crowd.

Next week's Pit Patter (24-2-62) Chassis Rider Warren Fox, the man who started all the fun of chassis
racing didn't look too happy last Saturday night after he had completely wiped off the front assembly
of his very quick 1930 Pontiac. It was the second week in a row that the front assembly had been
belted and we hear that Warren is looking for a new car. Bill Beaver bought my Chassis and put the
engine into his Pontiac. With new confidence, he went on to win lots of races. Phil Shone was the D.J.
for 1ZB before Merv Smith. Now he did the commentating for the Stock Cars but he didn't like doing
our races. | didn't race again in the 1962 season so | took over calling the chassis races, which | enjoyed
very much. | had got a 1% and a 3rd on night one. A 4th and a 2" on night two. A'3™ and 1% on night
three. A 2™

and nothing on night four. Nothing on night five. A 1 st on night six then | smashed my car. From this |
amassed 23 points for the Points Shield and although the club raced for ten nights, | had accumulated
enough points to win the Shield. Jim Hubbard came second with 20 points and Noel Cullen came third
with 19 points. Noel Cullen won the fastest Time Trial and Bill Beaver won the Chassis Championship.
During the championship meeting, T'V. Films were taken and broadcast over AK.TV.2 on Sunday 22M
April 1962. Then winter brought racing to a halt.

After the racing season was over we decided to hold our first social and prize-giving at the RSA hall in
Takapuna. We sold over 200 tickets and the Maori club members, the Hubbard brothers, put on a
hangi. Tickets sold for 45c single and 80c a double, and we even made a profit Then the prizes were
awarded to Bill Beaver, Championship Cup, Warren Fox, Points Shield, George Young, Cyril Hubbard,
Merit for bravery, ( in connection with my roll over accident). Once we had taken our chassis to
Gloucester Park, we had to leave them there in the open. This allowed vandals to roam freely through
the pit area. We often found spark plugs broken or parts stolen. This is one reason why we decided not
to race again at the Park in 1963. However, other clubs which had sprung up in South Auckland, raced
there with success. | didn't follow their progress as we were upgrading our Track at Albany, with a
grader and loads of sawdust. | bought a new chassis, a 1934 Rover Hornet, but it wasn't as fast as my




ex-Pontiac. | painted it green and named it the Green Hornet. | approached several business firms and
got sponsorship for 4 of our weekly races. North Shore Times. (21-11-62) The N.Z. Chassis Racing Club
has turned down an offer to race again at Gloucester Park, Onehunga, in preference to racing on the
North Shore at the track now known as the Albany Speedway. Starting next Saturday the 24th of
November, there will be Chassis racing every Saturday at 2pm.

The Glenfield Ratepayers and Residents group staged a carnival on Gibbon's trotting track in the
Wairau Valley and invited many sports clubs to participate.

North Shore Times. (28-11-62) The number of clubs and organizations which will take part in the
Glenfield Carnival, on December 1° has increased to 24 and the varieties of stalls and sideshows to 32.
The up and coming sport of Chassis Racing is one of the attractions on the program, as well as
demonstrations of trotting, which will feature the local pacer Scrivener.

North Shore Times. (5-12-62) The NZ Chassis Racing Club staged a demonstration race on Gibbon's
trotting track, last Saturday, in conjunction with the Glenfield Carnival. Many people had their first look
at Chassis Racing and it is hoped that they enjoyed it. Results were.- 1* Brian Cullen 1926 Buick, 2" Bill
Beaver 1930 Pontiac, 3" Warren Fox 1934 Hornet, 4th Colin Parks 1932 Studebaker. Next Saturday the
club will be back on their own track at Albany, After this | raced for several weeks without success.

North Shore Times. (2-2-63) At the Albany Speedway this week, Warren Fox, who has been following the
field home in #10 over the past few weeks, finally got his 1934 Green Hornet running right and surprised
everyone with a fair turn of speed. However, in the last lap of the feature race, the 30 year old motor
cried "enough" and blew to pieces.

But our biggest and most spectacular performance was at Gribble Hirst Park. Fourteen clubs,
representing seven sports, combined in a week long carnival under Mt Eden Rugby Club sponsorship on
the 3-11-62. Apart from running a stall of Crown and Anchor, we put on a wall of fire stunt with a
Chassis Racer. We made a wall from strips of Pinex Soft Board woven together. We then dissolved an
inner tube in some racing fuel and dowsed the wall with the resultant mixture. | was doing the
commentary and arranged with the electrician to turn all the lights off, as Colin Parks started his run
towards the fire, and then to turn them on again, after Colin emerged out the other side. We tied a coal
bag over the unused fuel tank and soaked it in petrol. Lou was standing about five feet away from the
wall when he struck the match. The wall ignited spontaneously with flames and black smoke billowing
up into the air.

"Ladies and Gentlemen, Colin Parks will attempt to ride a Chassis through this burning wall of fire," |
called through the loudspeakers. Colin thundered towards the wall. The lights went out and his Chassis
crashed through the roaring flames. He was still pushing pieces of burning Pinex off his head and back
as the lights came back on again. The crowd converged towards him, to be part of the action. "Stand
back everybody. The petrol tank is on fire." | warned them. The spectators retreated in fear. Lou Shilton,
braving the danger, rushed in with a fire extinguisher and quelled the flames. A loud cheer went up from
the crowd. A policeman came over to me and said. "That was too dangerous Warren. That petrol tank
could have exploded." | switched off the microphone so that the spectators wouldn't hear and replied.
"Don't worry about that. The petrol tank is full of water. We put a sack over the unused tank, just for
effect," | told him. "You mean it was a scam?" he replied. "You got it."

Then on the 8-8-64, | gave up racing, when Carole and | got married.
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Subject: Dennis Bus

Hi Team

I had the opportunity to meet with Ben The guy | have been in contact with.

He lives in a very small house on the outskirts of Birmingham. His house etc had to be
seen to be believed. We started in a very small garage shed, here he is reasonalby well
into restoring a 1908 Dennis truck. The shed was just long enough to fit the chassis, to
the side were engines and gearboxes etc so crampped | could not even get a photo.
We then went into the house. Well beyond description. The living room had a couch on
one wall and the rest was Dennis, A stack of solid rubber tyres was the centre point
Along with wooden wheels, castings for spring hangers engine bits, diffs worm and
pinion you could not step into it at all.

Walk past a diff casing into the Kitchen great that this was clear.

Outside into a yard and more and more bits. Some were of our model most were well
beyond hope.

However we sat in the kitchen and | showed him pics of our on the laptop. He then
started on his information,

Wow he is the expert!!

He has books all catalogued photos of everything He must live at the Surrey History
centrer were all the Dennis drawings are stored.

He has files and files and files and files!! The history centrer have all the drawings back
to day one of every Dennis ever made along with very high quality photos of them as
they being delivered.

We scouted through just a few and found a good shot of what the bonnet and front
guards would have been.

If we can give them the chassis number or engine number for a small fee they will give a
photo shot of the working drawings of our model. They are very well detailed. Ben may
have these on file but | did not know our numbers.

I will be in Surrey next month so if | have that number will contact and see what | can
find.

The Cobham Bus museum is being shifted and not open to the public but when | am
down there may see if | can get a look as the have a close model to ours.

The bonnet and guards are the main thing we need to reproduce and would be nice to
have them right so | have att some shots of our model from a good angle to see how
they are shaped.

The holiday is going well. Touring UK make us realise how well off we are in NZ. 65mil
poms all driving the same narrow roads as us gets trying a lot. We are staying out of
the towns but many occasions you just have to pass through them. They park anywhere
on the wrong side taking all that side of the road. so you have no choice but to stop and
wait to go on the wrong side of the road and pass.

We have been down so many B roads and they are only one lane with squeeze bays so
you can pass. Becomes very interesting when it is a large truck.

Looking forward to see progress --All the best --------- Clive
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1959 Rover 90

The Rover P4 was
introduced in 1949,
| and went on to win
d the endearing
s nickname of

N “Auntie” for its
reliability, comfort
and other admirable
qualities. Several
different models,
= named generally for
their horsepower rating, were built on the P4 platform One of the most
popular, the Rover 90, came along in 1954, with a larger, 2,638cc version of
the oh-so-smooth, inlet-over-exhaust straight-six. This 1959 Rover 90 for sale
on Hemmings.com is a right-hand-drive car, and has a four-speed gearbox with
overdrive, a desirable option. It’s got all the fine leather, woodwork and wool
carpets you’d expect from a proper British saloon.

Unveiled to great enthusiasm at the 1949 Earls Court Motor Show, the Rover
P4 was another brainchild of Spencer and Maurice Wilks. Heavily influenced
in stylistic terms by the Raymond Loewy penned Studebaker Champion, its
transatlantic lines clothed a highly competent chassis equipped with
independent coil and wishbone front suspension and a Panhard rod located
leaf-sprung rear axle. The 90 series was introduced in 1954. Powered by an
enlarged 2638cc version of the outgoing 75 series OISE straight-six engine
allied to a four-speed manual transmission, it was capable of circa 90mph
(depending upon the rear axle ratio chosen). The 90 series remained in
production until 1959 by which time some 35,891 had been made.

It is equipped with an inline 6-cylinder engine with a single SU carburetor
coupled to a 4-speed manual transmission with optional Laycock de
Normanville overdrive. Rear suicide doors, real wood accents throughout the
interior, fold-down center armrests, are all nice standard amenities found on
premium British cars from the era. A complete factory tool tray hides under the
dashboard. It has adjustable armrests on the doors, two glove boxes, along with
a swivel out ashtray receiver.
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PANELBEATING & CARPAINTING SUPPLIES

PROFESSIONAL EXPERT EFTPOS &
EYE MATCHING ADVICE CREDIT CARDS

FULLY TRAINED TRADESMAN

MIXED COLOURS IN AEROSOLS AVAILABLE * PRIMERS * FILLERS * TOP
COATS * CLEARS * THINNERS * MASKING TAPE & SUNDRIES

CAR COLORS OF NORTH SHORE LTD

AUCKLANDS LARGEST SELECTION AT
COMPETTIVE PRICES

18 ARRENWAY DRIVE. ALBANY MON - FRI 7.30AM - 5PM SAT.8.30AM -12PM
Fax 4431959 Phone 4431960

ROYALE KITCHENS
e

DESIGN - MANUFACTURE - INSTALL

New Kitchens * Free Measure & Quote
Benchtop Replacements

Laundry & Vanity Solutions

Kitchen Facelifts * Custom Built Cabinets

QUALITY - SERVICE - PRICE

“Our next kitchen could be yours”...

Ph/Fax: 09 479 1589
Mob: 022 029 6479

office@royale-kitchens.co.nz
www.royale-kitchens.co.nz

\_ 728a Beach Rd, Browns Bay )




Albany & Bays Glass Services Ltd

Devonport to Orewa
Glass Replacement services
Glass Supplies~~Mirrors~~Auto Glaziers
Reglazing -- Showers -- Balustrades

Ray Menzies: Phone: 09 4781435

Mobile: 027-4769-001
Showroom: 35 Bute Rd, Browns Bay

VINTAGE CAR PARTSMACHINE SHOP

Specialist precision machining for all Vintage Parts
Bead Blasting, Turning, Milling, Thread cutting,
Restoring parts back to as new.

Modifications for parts to fit.

Swift,,

B senices Ltd.

Clive Sandham

Wk: 021903548 Home 4866047 Fax:4868033
Phone before coming.

Factory Unit 5/ 33 Porana Road
Takapuna, North Shore City
E-mail: swift.service@clear.net.nz
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB OPENING P22

_Wednesday night club opening will normally be done by Brian. If heis
unavailable, he will notify another member to open the club rooms.

WEB SITE.

Please be advised that the branch web site is now up and running, if you have anything
you wish to place on it, send it through to either Dallas McNeil or Brent Mathieson and we
will place it for you. Have a look! Check it out on www.vintagecarclub-northshore.co.nz
let’s have your feedback, Enjoy!

NOTE: at the Committee Meeting Tues 1 Feb 2011 it was agreed to add the magazine to
this site.

British Humour.....!!

Policein London have found a bomb outside a mosque..
They'vetold the public not to panic asthey've managed to push it inside.

Two Asian heroin addicts have injected themselves with curry powder by mistake -
both arein intensivecare...
One hasa dodgy tikka and the other oneisin a korma.

During last night's high winds an African family werekilled by a falling tree.
A spokesman for the Birmingham City Council said '"Wedidn't even know they were
living up ther€'.

Jamaican minoritiesin the UK have complained that thereisnot enough television
showswith minoritiesin mind, so Crimewatch is being shown 5 times a week now.

| had a mate who was suicidal. Hewasreally depressed, so | pushed him in front of a
steam train. He was chuffed to bits.

| wasreading in the paper today about this dwarf that got pick pocketed.
How could anyone stoop so low?

| was walking down theroad when | saw an Afghan bloke standing on a fifth floor
balcony shaking a car pet.
| shouted up to him, "What'sup Abdul, won't it start?"



http://www.vintagecarclub-northshore.co.nz/�

TOP: 1957 Mk2 FORD ZODIAC OF PAUL AND VENETA HANSEN

BOTTOM: 1952 CHEVROLET OF BRIAN AND GAY CULLEN
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